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Due to a common historical background, the countries of Central Asia and Caucasus share many
socio-political characteristics. Because of this similarity, we often hear the phrase Central Asia
and Caucasus , which implies that enough commonalities exist between these two regions that
allow us to represent them in this way. One of the commonalities of Central Asia and Caucasus
is the existence of numerous intra-state and inter-state conflicts, both past and present, and a
significant potential for conflict within the regions. Although some regional conflicts have been
resolved, others unfortunately still remain unresolved or frozen within the regions today.

The first Central Asia Caucasus DAAD Alumni Semin ar devoted to the topic of development in
both regions took place in Baku, Azerbaijan. The 5-day Seminar, under the title Promoting
Peace in Central Asia and Caucasus: Conflcit Transfromation and Confidence Building , sought
to promote comprehensive discussions among young professionals throughout the regions
focusing on the situation in Central Asia and Caucasus, specifically the issues of conflict
resolution, conflict transformation and confidence building measures.

The major objectives of the Seminar were three-fold:

To promote open discussions among young experts from the different countries of the
regions on several of the central issues that have an increasing importance for the
development of the Central Asia and Caucasus, such as conflict resolution, conflict
transformation and confidence-building measures;

To provide a forum for comprehensive discussion by a diverse group of DAAD Alumni
and affiliates, coming from related professional backgrounds on focused subjects like
conflict transformation and confidence-building measures in Central Asia and Caucasus;

To develop the groundwork to establish a sustainable professional Network that can
facilitate the sharing of information and knowledge among the Central Asia-Caucasus
DAAD Alumni community and with a developing community of young professionals within
the regions.



16 young professionals, representing six countries from the Caucasus and Central Asia —
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan — as well as participants
from two European countries — Germany and lItaly, participated in the seminar. Among the
participants were university faculty and PhD fellows specializing on international relations,
political science, conflict studies and international law; representatives of governmental
structures and Ministries, and representatives of the key international organizations working in
the field of conflict resolution and peace building. The depth of experience and knowledge of the
seminar participants, in addition to several regional and international experts, provided an
exceptional opportunity to have both theoretical and practical discussions on conflict
transformation and confidence building measures in Central Asia and Caucasus.

The seminar was organized by a DAAD Alumni group together with University of Bonn, Qafqgaz
University of Azerbaijan and Azerbaijan Youth Euro-Atlantic Organization and was first of its
type, bringing together young professionals and scientists from two regions, Central Asia and
Caucasus, in one professional networking platform. The event was sponsored by the DAAD —
German Academic Exchange Service.

OPENING

The opening ceremony of the event included speeches by several distinguished guests, such as
Counselor for Education of the Turkish Embassy in Azerbaijan, Mr. Khalif Koyuncuoglu; the
Rector of Qafgaz University, Prof. Dr Ahmed Sanic; a representative from the University of Bonn,
Prof. Dr. Eva-Maria Auch; the DAAD representative in Baku, Mr. Andrej Gétze and the Chairman
of the Azerbaijan Youth Euro-Atlantic Organization, Mr. Ziya Gaziyev.

The speakers acknowledged that the ever-growing complexity and diversity of the world requires
the exchange and learning of each others experiences in order to secure an advanced
understanding of certain fields of development in national and international levels. “It is very
delightful that we see today a group of young professionals coming from 6 countries of the
regions around one table of discussion and exchange of views” — stated Prof. Dr. Eva-Maria
Auch. One of the speakers expressed the hope that this meeting will help to create a progressive
network of professionals that will continue to work on the peaceful and democratic development
of the countries of both regions through open meetings and discussion.

PROGRAM

The schedule of events focused on creating open, detailed discussions in order to develop
practical knowledge and understanding of several critical issues. This was done with daily
plenary sessions that focused on individual issues, during which participants were provided an
overview and update on the topics. These sessions were then followed by panel discussions,
which provided a forum for the exchange of viewpoints and ideas on the possibilities for conflict
transformation and confidence building measures within the regions.

On the day devoted to Caucasus, regional
experts led a focused discussion concerning
the conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia
over Nagorno-Karabakh region and the
recent “5-day war” in Georgia. The panels
were able to reveal some of the complexities
involved in the situations in Nagorno-
Karabakh, South Ossetia and Abkhazia,
which demonstrated to the participants the
necessity  for  developing  functional
confidence building mechanisms that will
promote  the process of  conflict
transformation.



